Headteacher: Dr. D Bailey
Birmingham Road
Lichfield
WS13 6PJ
Telephone: 01543 227245
Email: office@queenscroft.staffs.sch.uk

1st July 2022
July 2022
Thursday 21st July

Other Key Dates:

Term Ends

Sports Days (Weather Dependent):
Monday 11th July: Classes A, B & C

Yr11 & P16 Prom: 19th July 2022
GCSE results day: 25th August 2022

Tuesday, 12th July: Key Stage 3
Wednesday, 13th July: Key Stage 4
Thursday, 14th July: Post 16

Headteacher Comments
Dear Parents and Carers,
As you’ll see from this newsletter, we are continuing to focus on developing literacy skills for all our
students. We need to say a very big thank you to Mrs Gregory and all her helpers who have gathered
such a huge pile of fantastic reading books. These have all been carefully graded and a coloured label
attached to them – this means that students know which books are at the right level for their current
reading skills. We’ve also invested in new bookcases for each classroom – they display the books
attractively (so that students are more likely to want to read them) and they’re on wheels (so they can
be moved around the room to create a quiet reading corner.) We are really pleased with the progress
students are making and will be re-testing everyone over the next few weeks. Thank you also to all you
parents and carers who are encouraging students to read at home – it all helps!
*Unfortunately, we are unable to invite parents to Sports Day this year.*

Thank you also to the parents who attended our “Welcome to Post 16” evening this week. We are
delighted to have parents back in school for events and look forward to seeing some of you join us for
our Sports Day events too. We are planning some new parent events for the Autumn term and hope to
see you all then too. If you do have any specific concerns or questions, then please do contact us
through the school office.

This week, we have shared information about students’ new tutor groups for next year. We’ve tried to
do this in a supportive way to give students time to prepare for this change. If you have any questions
about the provision for your child next year, please do get in touch.

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.
Debbie Bailey
Headteacher.

7O
COMMANDO JOE!!!!

In History this half term we have been learning about the Mayan Civilisation. In D+T we
recreated Chichén Itzá.

Mrs Sheerin & Mrs Smith

New Books!!!

We have recently purchased a range of new books for all pupils across the school and new
bookcases. It was great seeing the pupils choosing the books within their reading range
and of interest to them.

Mrs Gregory

9O
During our PSHE session on Monday 27th June, 9O learnt about knife crime.
Alex Hart the local PCSO gave an informative presentation on the consequences of
carrying knives and how to help someone if there has been an incident.
9O learnt a lot and asked good questions to the Officer.
Well done!

Miss Staples & Ms. Wood

9B
Commando Joe Challenge
On Friday 9B took part in the Steve Backshall mission – ‘If we stick together, we will get
more done’.
9B had just returned from an expedition from Borneo when they received an SOS
message. A turtle had been stranded for two days and was in grave danger. 9B had to
race against time to save the turtle and return it to the ocean.

9B worked together as a team to cross the rocky and uneven path to reach the turtle with
vital supplies. Once they reached the turtle 9B had to use their coordination to carry the
animal stretcher and keep the turtle hydrated using the jerry can. 9B successfully made
their way through the dangerous terrain to release the turtle back into the wild.
Well done 9B!

Maths
In Maths 9B have been exploring time. We have looked at days of the week and months
of the year, ordering time, comparing times, telling time to 5 minutes and using a digital
clock.

Miss Walton and Mrs James

9G
9G and some of year 10 took part in the PE lesson together. We played football tennis
everyone enjoyed this game and we all communicated together.

Mr Huckfield and Miss Grimshaw also took part in the game!

Year 11 and post 16 have just completed their final functional skills exams. We are very
proud of all of them for all the hard work, attitude and behaviour throughout.
A massive well done!

*******************

To celebrate our year 11’s leaving this week, we all enjoyed a fish and chip lunch together
Thursday afternoon to say goodbye.
Good luck to all our leavers and let us know how you all get on!

Mr Debar-Smith, Miss Carter and Mrs Ridgway

16A
Pupils in Post 16 have begun putting together a picnic bench in their Land Studies lesson.
They have made a great start and we can’t wait for the project to be complete.
Well done Post 16!

Miss Sheerin

16E
In ICT this week we have been using a computer program called
‘Digital Art Links’ to produce a mosaic picture.

A big thank you to the Skills for Life students who stayed after school to help with the
refreshments for the ‘Parent Evening’.

Getting to know each other: Transition: - SFL and Complex students staying in Post 16 September, making chocolate
cornflake cakes and flap jacks.
They all worked well together in their groups. Well done!

Mrs Hopley, Miss Brammer & Mrs Smith

Post 16 Careers
Jane Young, from the Department of Work and Pensions, came to talk to Post 16 pathways
pupils in their careers lesson this week. This was the second of three talks being held at
Queen’s Croft by Jane.
Jane discussed:
Disability in Employment.
Funding and support adults with disabilities and learning difficulties are entitled to.
How to access funding that will support them in their working life through the Access To
Work information.
Identifying Disability Confident employers and what this would mean to them.
The students greatly benefit from these sessions and as always, behaviour was great. Well
done Post 16!

Welcome to Post 16 Evening!
On Wednesday 29th June, parents/carers of our September 2022 cohort were invited into
school to find out a little more about Post-16 and meet to school staff.

Information regarding the curriculum, qualifications and introductions to key staff were
made followed by the chance to ask questions in a relaxed and informal atmosphere.

Mrs. Underwood’s Hospitality and Catering groups provided cakes and biscuits, all served
by our Post-16 students. Thank you to Eris, Owen, Cameron, Daniel, Georgina and Jessica
for all their hard work and for staying behind after school – you are a credit to Post-16!

It was lovely to welcome parents back into school and to have the opportunity to show
them around school after such a long period of absence and we look forward to welcoming
you in September.

Class A
Class A have been completing data handling activities in maths this week. They have
worked well recording amounts using tally charts and block diagrams. Using sweets helped
motivate us!

During our PSHE lessons we have been thinking about Changes and Emotions. We played
charades; our classmates had to guess how we were feeling.

Mrs Farley

Notices
Use of Disabled Parking Spaces in School
Please be aware that the Disabled Parking Spaces on the school car park are for the use of
our disabled students only, please refrain from using these spots if you are not collecting a
child from school who has severe mobility issues. We have encountered some issues
recently of not being able to get these students safely to their transport.
Thank you for your consideration and support with this.
Leaving school at the end of day/Parent Pick-Up
Please be courteous and mindful when leaving school at the end of the day to allow cars
that wish to enter the Pay and Display Carpark go through, this makes it so much easier for
others to exit the school driveway.
We have been experiencing some traffic/parking issues on site. Can we politely remind
parents/carers who are collecting students not to arrive on site before 2.55pm in readiness
for students to be released at 3pm. Once you have safely collected your child can we
please ask that you exit the car park as soon as possible in order to assist with the flow of
traffic on the car park and to allow other parents/carers/visitors access to parking.

SIMS Parent app
All parents and carers should now have received their invite to join SIMS Parent. Along with
collecting the most up to date information for your child, this is also needed to give
permission for your child to have their photo included in things like the school newsletter,
amongst other things. Unfortunately, we will need to obscure the photo of any child until
we have your consent under the GDPR regulations. If you haven’t already done so, could
you please ensure that you log in to the app and give your permissions as soon as possible.
If you are having any difficulty, please email the school office and we will try and resolve
this for you.

Staffordshire Connects….
Parents may find some really helpful information on this website which offers a whole
range of things for your child.
https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=0

Notices
Friday 1st July 2022 is the last day that all Y11 pupils are expected to be in school.
If you wish your child to leave school on that date, please inform the school office as
soon as possible - we need to know how many students will be attending school after
Friday 1st July so that we can make sure we allocate enough staff to these groups. It is
really important that we know where everyone is – we need to make sure that everyone
is safe.
Otherwise, we will expect all Y11 pupils to continue to attend school until the last day of
the Summer term - Thursday 21st July 2022.
We will be introducing a new Y11 timetable from Monday 4th July and this will include
opportunities to develop life skills as part of the transition to Y12 - there will also be
some fun events.

Year 11 & Post 16 Prom
The school prom is scheduled for Tuesday 19th July 2022 and invitations will be issued to
all students who have consistently demonstrated safe and appropriate behaviour.

Dear Parents/Carers
We wanted to take this opportunity since our last letter sent in October 2021, to remind you that
there are a number of ways in which you can still help us tackle County Lines across Staffordshire.
County Lines is the term used to describe the activity of organised criminal gangs (OCGs) who
exploit young and vulnerable people into the distribution of illegal drugs within the county. These
gangs target and manipulate young and vulnerable people into moving and storing drugs and
money, often doing so by using blackmail, intimidation and violence.
We are working with our partners as part of a County Lines operation which has two aims;
• To arrest members of organised crime gangs who target young and vulnerable people
• Identify young people who are at risk of criminality and to help divert them away from
criminal exploitation.
We are asking education establishments as well as parents to know what signs to look for that
may indicate someone is involved in County Lines and therefore help identify anyone who may be
at risk so they can get support.
The signs to look out for:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Repeatedly going missing from school or home and being found in other areas
Decline in school or work performance
Having money, new clothes or expensive items and they can't explain how they paid for them
Getting more texts or phone calls than usual and being secretive about who they're speaking
to
Significant changes in emotional or physical well-being
Having injuries that they can’t explain how they received them

No one school in Staffordshire is more or less affected by these problems and we know that the
overwhelming majority of young people will never be affected by this issue. However, a conversation
with your child about County Lines will help us collectively make a difference.
It is important that young people are aware that there is help and support available to them if they
are involved in County Lines, not just from us but at home, school and agencies who work with
young people. This information can be found on the enclosed leaflet and on our website here:
https://www.staffordshire.police.uk/countylines

Thank you for your support in this matter.
Best wishes,

Detective Superintendent Tom Chisholm
Head of Major & Organised Crime, Staffordshire Police

Victoria Wilson
Cabinet Member for Communities and Culture

Mark Sutton
Cabinet Member for Children and Young People

