Headteacher: Ms D Bailey
Birmingham Road
Lichfield
WS13 6PJ
Telephone: 01543 227245
Email: office@queenscroft.staffs.sch.uk

11th February 2022
KEY DIARY DATES

INSET Days
Monday 25th April 2022

February 2022
Friday 18th February

Term Ends

February 2022
Monday 28th February
April 2022
Friday 8th April

Reports emailed to Parents – February Half Term
Term Ends

April 2022
Tuesday 26th April

Other Key Dates

Return to School

Return to School

Virtual Parents Evening for Complex Needs classes: 15th & 16th
February 2022

Headteacher Comments
Dear Parents/Carers,
This has been another busy week here in school. One of the best parts of my job is walking around the
school and seeing all the happy, smiling faces. I am always so impressed to see everyone working so hard
and really thinking for themselves.
•

Post 16 skills for life classes always make me feel like a celebrity when I arrive in their room –
they’re so pleased to see me and so keen to show me their work.

•

Students in Complex Needs classes are all encouraged to say “Good morning” or “hello” to me –
sometimes, I think they find me a bit annoying but they do all say hello in their own way.

*Unfortunately, we are unable to invite parents to Sports Day this year.*

•

Students in key stage 3 classes have a habit of “ambushing” me when I arrive in their room. They
all practice their persuasive language on me, trying to convince me to buy new equipment (usually
something that costs a lot of money!)

•

Students in key stage 4 are always too busy to talk – they’re so focused on what they’re doing.

It makes me feel so proud of the school. We may not be perfect but we have a very hard working staff
group and our students are enjoying their learning.
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend and that you have chance to appreciate the good things in your
life too.
Debbie Bailey
Headteacher

8B
8B’s current Science topic is cells.
This week in Science… we have been looking at onion skin cells through a microscope.

We have started a new topic in Maths this week. The class have been halving and
quartering shapes.

During their music lessons they have been taking part in Make Some Noise
and composing their own song.

They have also been practising their singing and signing for the Music Share Outreach
Programme.

This week in English… we have been reading the book Patcho and the Pigeon – Dynamic
Duo

They have also been designing their own Superhero and Superhero gadget.

Mr Moseley and Mrs Highfield

8G

Step 2: Adding features and a few layers of Modroc. Do you know what we’re making yet?

Year 10 - PSHE

After learning about Chinese new year last week, my PSHE
group have printed a tiger onto fabric and painted Chinese
symbols around it. I am very proud of the way the students
carefully looked at what they were painting.
Mrs Debar-Smith and Mrs Muzyka

10C
Children’s Mental Health Week…… we have been learning about children’s mental health
during spiritual, moral, social and cultural time and as the theme this year is ‘growing
together’, we made a growth tree and each student wrote their own positive message.

Mrs Debar-Smith and Mrs Muzyka

16B

In the last few weeks our class has really enjoyed expanding their knowledge of different
spiritual, moral and cultural celebrations and memorial days.
First, we learnt about the poetry of the Scottish writer Robert Burns and how people
celebrate Burns Night by getting together for food and drink like haggis, cranachan and
mulled apple juice. They also had a go at drawing their own thistles and making orange
cranachan.

Next, on Holocaust Memorial Day, we learnt about all the lives lost in the Holocaust and
how important it is to remember them. We then finger-painted our own remembrance
flame and thought of our own wrong or unjust things we would like to see end for this
year’s theme of ‘One Day’.
Then for Chinese New Year we cooked our own stir fries, crafted dragons, sent each
other ‘lucky envelopes’, and discovered what animal is linked with the year they were
born – They were either monkey or rooster.

Mrs Latimer and Miss Aspley

16D
Internet Safety Day/ICT

The theme of Internet Safety Day this year was “All fun and games”. We discussed
respect and safe relationships whilst playing games online.
In ICT lesson we used iPads to design our own games with five different levels then
swapped iPads to play each other’s games. It was great fun.

Miss Speck and Mrs Hall

https://staffscvys.org.uk/ukyp/

Jake has decided to be in the running to become a member of youth parliament, voting is
now open for Jake, if people would like to vote for him, I know it would mean a lot. You
need to be aged between 11-18 to vote and live in Staffordshire.

Mr Debar-Smith, Miss Meeson

SFL – 16E

PSHE
LO: To play ‘Emotions Bingo’ and work as a team to recognise different emotions.

Mrs Hopley & Miss Brammer

SFL 16D & 16E
Warm-Ups & Parachute Games

Mrs Hopley, Miss Brammer & Mrs Smith

This week in the food tech room…
Post 16 Skills for Life groups made a drink. They are working independently towards their
AQA unit

Enjoying
making a cup
of tea!

Enjoying making
hot chocolate!

Year 11 G.C.S.E food group produced some lovely Italian dishes

Tomato Bruschetta

Spaghetti bolognaise

These recipes can be found on https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/

Year 10 made carrot cakes, Pizza and Cheese muffins

This week in the food tech room… Continued
Key stage 5 hospitality group made some cheese muffins and identified which sections of
the Eatwell guide their recipe covered, and about the main nutrients for their body.

9G made some chocolate brownies.

Well done everyone.
Mrs Underwood

Reading
Daniel in 7G reading with his dog Milo.

We have decided the winners of this month’s reading challenge are:Olivia (7G)

and

Peter (P16)

Well done!! Prizes will be presented next week in class.
Mrs Gregory

Notices
Use of Disabled Parking Spaces in School
Please be aware that the Disabled Parking Spaces on the school car park are for the use
of our disabled students only, please refrain from using these spots if you are not
collecting a child from school who has severe mobility issues. We have encountered
some issues recently of not being able to get these students safely to their transport.
Thank you for your consideration and support with this.

SIMS Parent app
All parents and carers should now have received their invite to join SIMS Parent. Along
with collecting the most up to date information for your child, this is also needed to give
permission for your child to have their photo included in things like the school
newsletter, amongst other things. Unfortunately, we will need to obscure the photo of
any child until we have your consent under the GDPR regulations. If you haven’t already
done so, could you please ensure that you log in to the app and give your permissions as
soon as possible.
If you are having any difficulty, please email the school office and we will try and resolve
this for you.

Spring Reports
We are busy preparing your child’s school reports. Our aim is to have these emailed to
parents/carers around February half term. If you need a paper copy, could you please
contact the school office who will arrange for one to be sent home with your child.

Queen’s Croft is delighted to announce that pupils in years 7 and 8 will be participating in
the music share project this year. This involves pupils learning songs taught by Cathy Lamb,
the Head of Music at Lichfield Cathedral School. The practise sessions will happen within
school time and they will then have the opportunity to be part of a final performance on
the 15th March at Lichfield Cathedral in the evening.
Pupils attending the performance will
also be able to be part of the
Cathedrals Choral Evensong, sung by
the Cathedral Choir
A letter has been sent to pupils in
years 7 & 8 with additional details of
the event.

Ms Thompson

Aiming High - Gartmore Riding School - February Half Term Activities
February Half Term
1. Themed Event Tuesday 22nd February 2022 (11am-1pm) Join Gartmore Riding School for
a fun themed horse event which includes riding through obstacles.
2. Quieter Session Wednesday 23rd February 2022 (11am-1pm) This activity is aimed at
young people who prefer a smaller and quieter activity.
Telephone Aiming High - Gartmore Riding School - February Half Term Activities:0300 111
8007 (Option 2 and then option 5)
Pony Club
Saturdays
Pony Club - Saturdays (3-4pm) Gartmore Riding School runs a regular Pony Club on
Saturday afternoons. This is an introductory club which aims to build up young people's
confidence with pony's and how to care for them. Some horse riding is included but this…
Telephone Aiming High - Gartmore Riding School - Pony Club:0300 111 8007 (Option 2 and
then option 5)
For more information please click here

BITESIZE TRAINING
Delivered via MICROSOFT TEAMS by the Autism Outreach Team

DATE
25.01.2022

TITLE

01

Emotion Regulation & ASC – Primary Focus

TIME
11.00-12.00

02

25.01.2022

Transitions, ASC and Dealing with Change

14.00-15.30

03

25.01.2022

Self-Harm

14.00-15.30

04

26.01.2022

Social Narratives and Comic Conversations

14.30-15.30

05

26.01.2022

Progression Framework & SPRINT

15.00-16.00

06

27.01.2022

Early Years – Structure

15.00-16.00

07

31.01.2022

Structure for Pupils in KS1&2 with ASC

14.30-15.30

08

01.02.2022

Girls & Autism

09.30-11.00

09

01.02.2022

Developing Self-Esteem for children with ASC

15.00-16.00

10

02.02.2022

Demand Avoidance

15.00-16.00

11

03.02.2022

Engagement through Play – KS1

15.00-16.00

12

07.02.2022

Behaviour in pupils with ASC: Understanding Behaviour and Pro-Active Planning

10.00-12.00

13

07.02.2022

EY Overview of AOT and supporting pupils with Communication and Interaction
differences*

15.00-16.00

14

08.02.2022

ASD and Sleep

15.00-16.00

15

09.02.2022

Transitions, ASC and Dealing with Change

09.30-11.00

16

10.02.2022

17

10.02.2022

18

10.02.2022

Girls & Autism

14.00-15.30

19

15.02.2022

Creating an Inclusive Classroom

14.00-15.00

Lego Interaction and Play Doh Interaction
TAKING PLACE AT FARADAY ROAD, STAFFORD
EY Overview of AOT and supporting pupils with Communication and Interaction
differences*

10.30-11.45
10.00-11.00

£10pp
(* free session)
Maximum 3 attendees per setting for each session

Please enquire for whole school training
BOOKING FORM ON LAST PAGE
To book, please complete the enclosed booking form and return to: rachel.cox@staffordshire.gov.uk

Bitesize Training Information:
Course: Early Years Structure
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Precis of course: This course will develop your understanding of how the visual and physical
environment in an Early Years setting can impact on a child’s learning.

Course: Creating an Inclusive Classroom
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Precis of course: This course has been developed to support Primary and Secondary
mainstream staff in understanding how to improve the classroom support, environment, and
access to the curriculum to ensure it is inclusive for all pupils with a diagnosis of Autism,
Hearing Impairment and Visual Impairments.
Course: Demand Avoidance
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Precis of course: This course aims to help schools to understand and support pupils who
have an Autism diagnosis and obsessively resist demands. It may have been found that the
recommended strategies for pupils with ASC are not working for these pupils and we will
explore some reasons and alternatives.
Course: Behaviour in pupils with ASC: Understanding behaviour and pro-active planning
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
*This course is 2 hours long. It can be delivered as two 1 hour sessions (part 1 needs to
be completed before attending part 2)
Part 1 Behaviour in pupils with ASC: Understanding behaviour
Part 2 Behaviour in pupils with ASC: Pro-active planning

Precis of course:
The training will introduce you to the different functions of behaviour and tools to help you
monitor and reflect on incidents and triggers, allowing for proactive planning. The package will
provide templates and examples to take away and use back in your settings. A resource
booklet with useful de-escalation strategies will also be provided. This training is useful for all
school staff, but strategies are most successful when implemented as a whole school
approach.

Course: Developing Self-Esteem for children with ASC
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Precis of course:
The aim of this training is to help you to explore the ways that you can develop the self-esteem
of KS 1 and 2 pupils with ASC in your setting. The package will provide information on what low
self-esteem looks like and suggest strategies to help raise it.
Course: Emotional Regulation and ASC - Primary
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Precis of course:
This training will help to raise your awareness and understanding of emotional regulation and
how this impacts primary school children with a diagnosis of ASC.
We will discuss a range of proactive strategies that can be used to support emotional regulation
and look at ways of implementing a social and emotional curriculum to help children with ASC
develop their understanding of, and their ability to manage, emotions.
An information booklet will also be provided as part of this training.
This training is useful for all primary school staff, but strategies are most successful when
implemented as a whole school approach.
Course: Transitions, ASC and Dealing with Change
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Precis of course:
Delegates will be guided in considering the range of transitions that young people experience
during their academic career and we will help them understand how autism can impact on
individuals’ experiences of these transitions. Participants can then contemplate approaches
that address autistic pupils’ differences and with support reflect on their learning.
This training is useful for all educators, but strategies are most successful when implemented
as a whole school approach.
Course: Social Narrative and Comic Conversations
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Precis of course:
A guide to understanding and writing a social narrative and Comic conversation. This can be a
useful resource when encouraging a student to be open to new experiences which may be
making the student anxious. A Comic conversation can offer a student time to process and
reflect on a situation that they might have had difficulty understanding. It will also give the adult
an insight into the student’s way of thinking.

Course: Structure for Pupils in KS1 & 2 with ASC
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Precis of course:
The Aim of this training is to help you to explore ways that you can add structure in KS 1 & 2 to
support individuals with ASC, that would enable them to access the environment and to
become more independent learners.
Course: How could the Autism Outreach Team support staff and children in your Early Years
setting?
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Come along to a short overview session to find out more about:
• The Autism Outreach Team
• Free training opportunities for Early Years, including Nursery and Reception.
• Free resources to support pupils with communication and interaction needs.
• Please, note this session is FREE with a maximum attendee of 2 from each setting.
Course: Self-Harm
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Precis of course: This course has been developed to support primary and secondary
mainstream staff in understanding self-harm. The training explores common triggers, signs that
a pupil may be self-harming and effective strategies/interventions to use in the classroom.
Course: Lunchtime Supervisor Training
Audience: Lunchtime Supervisors
This course has been developed to support lunchtime supervisors in understanding how to
support pupils with a diagnosis of Autism during un-structured times of the school day.
Course: Introduction to the Autism Education Trust Progression Framework and SPRINT
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Precis of course:
The Aim of this training is to introduce you to the AET progression framework which is
designed to support staff to identify learning priorities and measure progress in areas which
relate closely to autism ‘differences’. You will also be shown how to link the identified priorities
to the activities in Staffordshire Primary Interaction Curriculum (SPRINT).

Course: Engagement through Play in EY/KS1
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
How can play help to support learning for children with communication and interaction needs /
autism?
• Play provides opportunities to interact.
• Play supports language development
• Play increases engagement.
•
Join us if you would like to find out more and discover practical ideas to use with your pupils.
Course: ASD and Sleep
Sleep is a major issue for many children who have been diagnosed with autism.
Join us if you would like to find out some of the causes and consequences of poor sleep and
suggestions as to how the situation can be improved for your young people.
Course: Transitions, ASC and Dealing with Change
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Precis of course:
Delegates will be guided in considering the range of transitions that young people experience
during their academic career and we will help them understand how autism can impact on
individuals’ experiences of these transitions. Participants can then contemplate approaches
that address autistic pupils’ differences and with support reflect on their learning.
This training is useful for all educators, but strategies are most successful when implemented
as a whole school approach.
Course: Girls and Autism
Audience: EY / KS1 / KS2 / KS3 / KS4 / Post 16
Teachers / Learning Support / Wider school staff
Precis of course:
Precis: The aim of this training is for delegates to have an increased awareness of the
presentation of Autism Spectrum Condition in girls. It aims to develop their understanding of
‘masking’ and the impact this may have on the student’s mental health and to give an overview
of strategies that may support with their learning and emotional wellbeing.

BITESIZE TRAINING BOOKING FORM
Please complete one booking form per session

TRAINING DETAILS
Course Title:
Course Date & Time:

SCHOOL DETAILS
Full School Name:

PARTICIPANT DETAILS:
Name

Job Title

Email address

Require more than three spaces?
Please email rachel.cox@staffordshire.gov.uk to discuss whole school training.

PAYMENT DETAILS:
Cost per Participant £10
Total Cost £
Please indicate if Academy (yes/no):
Purchase Order Number is MANDATORY if Academy:
The email with the completed booking form acts as financial authorisation.

Once complete, please return to: rachel.cox@staffordshire.gov.uk
YOU WILL RECEIVE AN EMAIL TO CONFIRM YOUR BOOKING

INVITES AND RESOURCES MAY BE SENT AS LATE AS THE DAY BEFORE EACH SESSION
‘NO SHOWS’ WILL BE CHARGED 100% OF THE RESERVED FEE

Careers and College Transition

South Staffordshire College Taster Days

