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KEY DIARY DATES
INSET Days

December 2021
Friday 17th

Term Ends

Tuesday 4th January 2022
Monday 25th April 2022

January 2022
Wednesday 5th

Return to school
Other Key Dates

February 2022
th

Friday 18 February

Term Ends

February 2022
Monday 28th February

Post 16 Virtual Parents Evenings –
9th, 10th, 11th November

Return to School

Headteacher Comments
Dear Parents/Carers,
It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back after the half-term break, hearing lots of stories about
all the things great things everyone has done.
Sadly, we must continue to consider the impact of the pandemic moving in to the winter. If your child
displays any of the following symptoms, please arrange for a PCR test as soon as possible and following
the current guidance
• a new continuous
cough
*Unfortunately,
we are unable
to invite parents to Sports Day this year.*
•

a high temperature

•

a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)

We understand how difficult it can be navigating the many changes in guidance, often at short notice,
we are very grateful for your understanding and co-operation as we endeavour to keep our school and
communities as safe as possible.
After 18 months of using the hall as an additional classroom we are very pleased that we can now use
the hall again for musical performances and of course, as our Autumn weather starts to turn colder into
the Winter, it can be used for indoor PE.
A huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who donated to our Harvest Festival as these donations were gratefully
receive by Lichfield Foodbank – ensuring that those in need received 138 meals! – our joint efforts are
making such an important difference to our local community.
Debbie Bailey

7G
In English this week we have been writing firework poems and trying to use
onomatopoeia in our writing.

In Art we have been looking at Rangoli patterns for Diwali and making Diva lamps.

Mrs Gregory and Miss Coleman

8

Some year 8 pupils engaged in their Zones of Regulation Session with our new
‘Mood Lighting’
This lesson we were discussing ‘Our behaviour impacts the feelings of those around us’

Mrs Rhodes - Interventions HLTA

Music update
On Tuesday Chris and Holly were in from ‘Make Some Noise’ pupils across KS3 had the
opportunity to learn guitars and some have been selected to partake in a band making
session every Tuesday afternoon. We have got some lovely new equipment for the pupils
to learn and play. Pupils will be able to have a go at guitar, bass guitar, drums and vocals
during these afternoon session We are hoping to compose a Queen’s Croft song too!

Year 9
Year 9 have been continuing with their hero and villain compositions this week making sure they have
composed a short melody that suits the character and chosen an appropriate tone too.

Year 8
This week we have performed some harder polyrhythms which have used crotchet and quaver notes.

Year 7
This week the year 7’s have started a new topic. This the first step in them being able to
perform music and know some key musical terms used. For example, bar, bar line, beats,
rhythm. They have started by performing some simple graphic scores.

16A
On Tuesday, our group had a fun morning making yummy Pizza Pinwheels, with Mrs
Underwood, to celebrate Bonfire Night; as they look similar to Catherine Wheel fireworks.
We used puff pastry, that we topped with pesto, grated cheese, and optional ham, then
we rolled it up and cut into small, equal circles. They looked great and tasted good too!

Mrs Latimer, Miss Aspley and Mrs Morgan

16D
This week we have been learning about Diwali. Diwali is the Hindu festival of light. We
have read the story of Rama and Sita and made brightly coloured rangoli patterns using
salt paint. We have learnt that Rangoli patterns are used to decorate houses as they
welcome the Goddess Lakshmi who brings wealth and good luck. At Diwali Hindu’s and
Sikh’s hold fireworks parties and give gifts to celebrate.

Miss Speck and Mrs Hall

16E

Celebrating Diwali
Festival of light
As a class we read the story about Dipal
and his family and how they celebrated Diwali.
They went to the temple and lighted candles
called Diyas, ate food, watched fireworks and
prayed and gave offerings to the goddess
Lakshmi.
We coloured and decorated diya lamps, coloured
rangoli patterns in different colours and made a display

We tasted different foods that Dipal ate with his family
at the temple.
We tried poppadom’s, onion bhaji’s and samosas.
We listened to Indian music.

Mrs Hopley Miss Brammer Mrs Smith

A
We have had a very busy first week back in Class A, we have done lots of fun and creative
activities such as bug hunting and making pizzas!

Miss Farley. Miss Hill and Mrs Isaacs.

B
We made a nest for our ‘Messy Magpie’ English Board

In Cooking we made cheesy scones!

Mrs Dawes, Miss Edwards, Miss Bradbury and Miss Smith

C
Enjoying their P.E. sessions in the gym.

Miss Holder, Mrs Jones and Miss Abbots

Food Tech
Each week Tesco kindly donate to us bags of fresh fruit, vegetables or produce with a
short shelf life. We are very proud that we are helping to reduce food waste by creating
yummy things to eat!
This week we have made sandwiches.

Mrs Underwood

Notices
Dropping off and Picking Up
Dear Parents/Carers,
We would like to thank you in advance for your patience when entering and exiting the
school premises.
A polite reminder that only parents with prior permission can access the school car park.
The disabled parking place is used every day for students in wheelchairs and walking
frames therefore please avoid parking in this space.
Parent pick up time is 3pm.
Please follow the directions given to you by members of the duty team and notify them if
you have any concerns.
Thank you,
The Duty Team
Poppy Appeal 2021
Starting on Monday the Poppy Appeal 2021 box will be sent to each class daily for pupils
to have the opportunity to purchase a Paper Poppy, Poppy Sticker or Window Sticker.
If you would like your child to purchase a poppy, please send them with a donation in a
sealed envelope.
Thank you.

P16 Virtual Parent’s Evening
Post 16 teachers are very much looking forward meeting with parents on 9th, 10th and 11th
November. This will be via Teacher2Parents our current communication platform and you
should have now received your message(s) to book slots. There is a handy user guide on
the school website.
You should have received your messages to book your slot.
You will have the opportunity to book with their Tutor and Subject Teachers. Each slot will
last between 5 and 10 minutes (depending on your child’s tutor group). Teacher’s will be
talking with you about
* Curriculum
* Any concerns
You will be able to book a place up to 3pm on Monday 8th November 2021

SIMS Parent app
It is so important for the safety of our pupils to ensure we have the most up to date
information for your child and as an eco-friendly school we are also looking at ways we
can improve our processes and help reduce our impact on the environment. In the
coming weeks each year group will be invited to join SIMS Parent. This app is a GDPR
secure way of you keeping us up to date with any changes to your child’s address, medical
or dietary needs.

We will be rolling this out by year group, so please don’t worry if you haven’t had
anything just yet. You will initially be sent a letter to ensure we have the correct email
address for you in order to send you the invite, and once we have collated that
information you will then receive an email from us to join. We will of course notify you
that the invite has been sent.

Taster Days
Are you in Year 11 or Post-16? Come along and
experience a real taste of what life is like as a South
Staffordshire College student. Taster days provide
you with a fantastic opportunity to find out more
about our courses and are an excellent way to help
you make a more informed decision about your
future.

Our Taster Day sessions in February 2022.
Throughout our taster days you will explore the campus, find out about the courses you are
interested in, get involved with fun activities and meet the tutors. If you are not sure of which path
to take, why not choose a different session on another day at another and compare the two!

Whatever your interests, a taster day can provide you with the opportunity to experience a variety
of courses first-hand. All subjects will include practical activities, so please make sure you wear
suitable clothing and footwear.
Please follow the link to find out more:
https://www.southstaffs.ac.uk/taster-days/

