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KEY DIARY DATES
INSET Days

October 2021
Monday 25th

Half Term

November 2021
Tuesday 2nd

Return to school

Monday 1st November 2021
Tuesday 4th January 2022
Other Key Dates

December 2021
Friday 17th

Term Ends

January 2022
Wednesday 5th

Virtual Parents Evening – Y11 – 12th & 13th
October 2021

Return to school

Headteacher Comments

Dear Parents/Carers,
Thank you for all your support this week – we’ve had another tough week managing the
impact of Covid-19 on our school community. It does feel like this has been going on for a
very long time now, doesn’t it? However, we are surviving and as you can see from the
*Unfortunately, we are unable to invite parents to Sports Day this year.*
newsletter, we are continuing to make sure that everyone is enjoying their learning in
school.
Our first virtual parents evening event was very successful and the year 11 teachers are
looking forward to the Year 11 event this week. If you have any issues with the technical
side of this format, please do let us know. We do want to make sure that it works for
everyone.
We are in the process of submitting a bid for extra funding to refurbish our school’s
drainage systems and toilets. We have been asking students to write some persuasive
letters to convince the bid assessors that we should be awarded the extra resources.
Some excellent letters have already made their way to me, but we are still looking for
some more. If any parents would like to write a supporting letter or email too, then all
would be gratefully received. Please direct them to the school office.
I hope that you all have a good weekend. Keep safe and healthy!
Debbie Bailey
Headteacher

Message from our School Nurse
Dear Parent/Guardian,
We write to inform you that there has been a confirmed case of hand, foot and mouth disease
reported within school.
Hand, foot and mouth disease is a common childhood illness that can also affect adults.
SYMPTOMS:
The first signs of hand, foot and mouth disease can be:
•
•
•
•

a sore throat
a high temperature
not wanting to eat
Sores, spots or blisters in or around mouth, throat, hands, feet.

Hand, foot and mouth disease is easily passed on to other people. It's spread in coughs,
sneezes, and the fluid in the blisters. It is mostly likely passed to others within the first 5 days
after symptoms start.
To reduce the risk of spreading hand, foot and mouth disease:
•wash hands often with soap and water
•use tissues when coughing or sneezing
•bin used tissues as quickly as possible
•do not share towels or household items like cups or cutlery
•wash soiled bedding and clothing on a hot wash
It would be advised to keep your child off school while they're feeling unwell, but as soon as
they're feeling better, they can go back to school. There is no need to wait for until blisters have
healed.
Hand, foot and mouth disease usually gets better on its own in 7 to 10 days, however it is
advisable if symptoms do not improve after this time to seek advice from GP.

7G
Last Friday we had a trip on the minibus up to the Food Bank at Saxon Hill to deliver the
Harvest Food.
On Monday we went on a trip to Lemonsely Woods. We had great fun making dens,
making natural art pictures, drinking hot chocolate, playing games and we even saw some
deer. Over the next few weeks in English we will be writing a recount of our trip.
In DT we have been exploring how to join and combine materials and components and
find out how to reinforce structures.

Mrs Gregory and Miss Coleman

9B
During the Autumn term 9B have been looking at Black history. We have focused on a
different famous person from history each week. This week we have looked at Claudia
Jones and her influence on journalism. We looked at the Caribbean carnival which then
influenced the start of the Notting Hill Carnival. In 2008 the Royal Mail made a stamp with
Claudia Jones’ face on it. 9B have made their own Claudia Jones stamps.

Miss Walton and Mrs James

9O
9 Orange upcycled water bottles into bird feeders in their DT lesson on Friday
and….they were very “cheap” (cheep) to make!!

Mrs Barr/Mr Pilkington and Ms Wood

Key Stage 3 Stars of the week
For the week ending: Friday 1st October

Charlie Rutty 7G

Todd Patrick-7B

Maddi Baker

Jamie Eastment

James Field

8B

8O

8G

Maks Malec

Oscar Short

Owen Hassall

9B

9O

9G

Sleuth stars (With the most points for the week):
Heather Christie (9G), Aoife Mahoney (9O), Zac Hill (9B)
Kieran Collins, James Field, Joseph Williams (8G)
Alicia Grieve, Layla Jade Anderson (8O) Sophie Mae Brown, Kian Hill (8B)
Harriet Walker (7G), Jessica Bamford (7B)
Mrs Barr, Head of KS3

16A
This week pupils in 16A cooked Spanish omelettes! They looked amazing; everyone did a
great job, well done.
In Land Based Studies, we raked the leaves and planted some bulbs. A big thank you to
Cameron who brought in his own window washing kit and used it to clean the
greenhouse!

Miss Rumney and Miss Sheerin

16
Art and Science
As part of the group’s topic, P16 have been growing mould and drawing what they see
through the microscope. They have then looked at Bruce Riley and made a piece based
on his influence. A big well done for the creativity!

Mrs Debar-Smith

16D
In Good Health we have been working on our AQA Unit: Exploring Mental Health with
support. In Wednesday's lesson we discussed different emotions and ways we can
support our Mental Health. As a class we discussed things that make us feel worried we
then designed our own 'Worry Monsters' who can help cheer us up when we are feeling
down.

Miss Speck and Mrs Hall

16E
In PSHE we played the game switch to learn about everyone’s similarities and differences.
We listened to a question and had to ‘Switch’ places with someone whose answer was the
same.
We then took it in turns to ask the class a question.

Mrs Hopley, Miss Brammer and Mrs Lester

Mrs Lester

Y11 Virtual Parent’s Evening
Year 11 teachers are very much looking forward meeting with parents on 12th and 13th
October. This will be via Teacher2Parents our current communication platform and you
should have now received your message to book slots. There is a handy user guide on the
school website.
You will have the opportunity to book with their Tutor and Subject Teachers. Each slot will
last 5 minutes. Teacher’s will be talking with you about
* How your child has settled in (friendships)
* Curriculum
* Any concerns
You will be able to book a place up to 3pm on Monday 11th October 2021.

SIMS Parent app
It is so important for the safety of our pupils to ensure we have the most up to date
information for your child and as an eco-friendly school we are also looking at ways we
can improve our processes and help reduce our impact on the environment. In the
coming weeks each year group will be invited to join SIMS Parent. This app is a GDPR
secure way of you keeping us up to date with any changes to your child’s address, medical
or dietary needs.
We will be rolling this out by year group, so please don’t worry if you haven’t had
anything just yet. You will initially be sent a letter to ensure we have the correct email
address for you in order to send you the invite, and once we have collated that
information you will then receive an email from us to join. We will of course notify you
that the invite has been sent.

Child Trust Fund West Midland Region Virtual Event: Tuesday 12th October - 7 pm

