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Headteacher Comments
Dear Parents and Carers,
As you will know, schools are being encouraged to think about helping students to “catch up” after such a disrupted
school year.
Last term, we asked you for some ideas about how to spend the extra “Covid-catch up” funding that has been
allocated to the school. We have used your feedback to plan a range of different activities and extra resources for
the whole school. These are detailed in the Covid-catch up funding plan that is being added to the school website.
One of the things that we are going to spend this extra money on is our “QCHS Summer Term Challenge” – see
attached leaflet. We hope that this gives everyone a chance to challenge themselves and try something new.
We are still waiting for further advice from the Department of Education about making sure that any over-night trips
are Covid-secure. I have been liaising closely with the Local Authority H&S team about this and we will make sure
that all of our planned activities comply with their advice. This makes it difficult to fix specific dates for activities just
at the moment but we have allocated provisional dates for each group of classes to have an evening or an overnight
activity on the school fields. We will share these with you as soon as we have clearer advice from H&S.
We know that there will be some students who will immediately be thrilled at the prospect of camping on the school
fields and those who are filled with horror at the thought of it! Please do be assured that it is an optional activity – noone will be forced to do this and for some of our students, staying for an after school activity for an extra hour might
be enough of a challenge. That’s fine!
We will be sharing the plans with the children today (Friday) and we look forward to hearing their ideas too!
Staff are in the process of completing individual risk assessments for each student so that we can safely involve
everyone in off-site activities. Staff will be in touch with you about these risk assessments so you can help us plan
together to reduce any possible risks. We will also be updating student care plans to cover any medication or
medical issues.
There will be lots of questions and at the moment we can’t answer all of them, but we will keep in touch as our plans
develop.
However, we may well need to borrow some tents, so if anyone has spare ones, please do contact your child’s form
tutor.
Thank you again for all your support and encouragement. It means a great deal to us all.
Debbie Bailey
Headteacher

QCHS Summer Challenge
Summer Term Challenge 2021
We would like to challenge all of our students and staff to complete five challenges this term. The aims of this project
are;
•

To support students “catching-up” in their personal and social development following periods of lockdown.

•

To celebrate the work of the Duke of Edinburgh and his focus on young people trying new activities and
learning together.

We will award QCHS Gold / Silver / Bronze certificates to students (and staff) who achieve all 5 challenges.
Challenge 1:
Visit a local attraction and record your visit in a way that encourages other people to visit too.

Challenge 2:
Prepare a picnic for you and a friend and eat your shared meal outside.

Challenge 3:
Find a way to improve the environment within our local community (in or out of school.)

Challenge 4:
Engage with nature and track how it is changing.
(this could be something small like recording how seeds grow or something bigger like
monitoring the impact of climate change)

Challenge 5:
Complete an overnight residential activity in the school grounds or stay for an evening of after school activities.

Criteria for certificates:

Bronze Award
Silver Award

Gold Award

Independence skills

Kindness to others / Teamwork

Completes challenges with support from
staff.
Completes challenges and tries new
activities with some support from staff.

Works as part of a team with support from staff.
Shows kindness and support to other team members through these
challenges.
Consistently demonstrates that they
are a good team member, thinking
about how the whole team is feeling, finding ways to support and appropriately challenge each other.

Demonstrates new independence skills
through completing the challenges.
(student shows ability to work independently in a way that is new for
them.)

Transport
Year 11 students moving into Post-16 provision.
If you currently use transport and are moving into Post 16 provision, please visit the Staffordshire website and complete the application for transport before 30th May.
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/sentransport
If you require support completing the forms and ensuring you have the right evidence to support your application,
they have advised the following:
Who can support families? SENDIASS 01785 356921 and https://www.staffs-iass.org/ and the Special Educational
Needs Transport Advocacy Service: http://sentas.co.uk/. They will not print or complete the forms for you.
The transport office will be sending letters or emails to parents currently using transport during the next few weeks
and direct you to the website.

Miss Bradbury
Head of Post-16

Thank you for your patience and understanding
All duty staff would like to thank you for your patience and understanding during the traffic redirection following the
closure of 'Shorbutts Lane' and redirection of traffic to the Birmingham Road. We understand this made entering
and leaving the school entrance difficult and time consuming.
The Car Park Team

8G Mad Scientist
8G have been ‘mad scientists’ this week. They have been exploring what plants need to survive. They have all
shared their existing scientific knowledge with one another and created their own questions for what they would like
to find out in their upcoming Science lessons. Well done 8G!

Mr Rogers, Mrs Malpass, Miss Bradley and Miss Hadley

GCSE Food—Final Practical
Year 11 completed their GCSE food final practical. Wonderful dishes. Well done everyone!

Mrs Underwood

7B
As ever it has been an action-packed week with 7B. The class have been growing their minds and enforcing
positivity messages in making their own positive T-shirts – you can do it 7B! The obstacle course continues to
expand in PE where the children keep on challenging themselves with trickier and higher trials. In English, they
continued to explore into the Rabbit Hole with Alice in Wonderland.
The travelling D&T lesson with Mr Stubbs is always one they look forward to, after exploring ‘The Ugly Five’ Book,
the class all joined in for an excellent rendition of “Let it Be”. This all before they completed their keepsake decorative
boxes.

Marvellous work 7B!

Mrs Sheerin and Mr Colley

Makaton Sign of the Week
Class 8O Signing Innovation.

Mrs Rhodes

16A—Building Relationships
16A took part in a relationship building activity. They all showed great teamwork and enjoyed working together as a
team. Well done all!

Miss Rumney and Miss Meeson

Post-16 Skills For Life A
In creativity we have been designing and making paper aeroplanes. We then went onto the field to see whose aeroplane flew the furthest and measured the distance.

Miss Speck

8O—Kite Making
8O have been reading 'The Butterfly Lion' by Michael Morpurgo. Chapter 7 'Strawbridge' inspired us to make our
own kites and fly them on the field. Great teamwork everyone!

Mrs Gregory and Miss Coleman

7O
7O have been working really hard on their life skills this week, we have been remembering our name and address,
learning to tie shoelaces and learning to make our own breakfast!
Mrs Cartlidge

PE

Sunday Lunch!

Adonai from Class B enjoying hitting a ball off the tee in
PE.

I am Amelia and on Sunday I made my very 1st Sunday
lunch I chopped the vegetables, prepared the chicken
and made the stuffing. I had fun making the Sunday
lunch on my own for the very 1st time ever! I made a
massive achievement in the whole of my life time I hope
I enjoy making another Sunday Lunch on Sunday.

Mr Pilkington.

Mrs Underwood, Mrs Roberts and Mrs Knights.

11C—English Display
11C have been reading the story Not Bad For A Bad Lad as a group in English. This week they chose their favourite
picture from the book and drew it.

Mr Hough,
Miss Yates,
Miss Sheerin

9B
During the spring term 9B embarked on an Aboriginal Art project. During our lessons we looked at Aboriginal
patterns, colours, symbols, textures and styles. We practiced the repetitive circle patterns on wood, stones and
rocks. We then experimented with adding different items to our paint to get a variety of textures. Pupils were then
asked to think about their journeys from home to school and the things they see along the way. We began to draw
these journeys using Aboriginal symbols and patterns. Pupils then produced their final piece that represented their
route to school using aboriginal symbols, colours, textures and patterns.

Miss Walton and Mrs James

Class A
Fitting in with our animals topic, Class A have been making tigers in creativity.

Ms Farley, Miss Smith and Ms Isaacs

7G
Well what better way to start the summer term than with a topic of chocolate. The level of enthusiasm in the 7G
classroom is infectious. The students have enjoyed tasting a range of chocolates as part of their market research
towards developing their own chocolate bars and have been extending their descriptive vocabulary. They have also
been developing their skills of writing a character description and carefully selected the appropriate adjectives to
describe the infamous chocolate room in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Great work 7G!

Mrs Pearce, Miss Brookes and Mrs Lester

Class C
In PSHE Class C are learning about friendships. This week they were asked to decorate a biscuit and create their
friends face. They did a really good job

Mrs Holder, Mrs Jones and
Miss Bradbury

