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KEY DIARY DATES
December 2020
18th

School closes for Christmas Holiday

January 2021

4th

INSET day

5th

Return to school

INSET DATES
Monday 4th January 2021
Monday 19th April 2021

February 2021
12th

School closes for Half Term

22nd

Return to school

Monday 7th June 2021

March 2021
4th

World Book Day

Headteacher Comments
Dear Parents and Carers,
Two more weeks to go to Christmas! We are trying very hard to make school feel Christmassy, but it does feel very
different from normal this year. The newsletter from the Friends of Queen’s Croft is included in today’s letter – please
do consider joining this group. It would be wonderful to have a few more volunteers. Their newsletter has lovely images from previous Christmas events and I do hope that next year, we will be able to have some more social events
again.
However, this year, our focus continues to be on keeping everyone safe and reducing the risk of the virus spreading
within school. I know that the phased return to school for students in key stage 3 and complex needs groups is difficult for many families. I am so sorry that we have had to reduce the numbers in school on a daily basis and that this
adds to your difficulties at home at this time. There are a number of factors that made it necessary to do this phased
return. We have been advised to reduce the size of our bubbles in school so that we don’t have to close such a big
bubble again. This is hard to manage in our building, but has proved impossible to implement safely with our current
rates of staff absence. We are reviewing this on a daily basis and if we can return to fulltime groups for the last week
of term, we will do so. However, we are confident that our newly appointed staff (and staff recovering) mean that we
will be re-opening fully to all students on Tuesday 5th January 2021.
I hope you all have a safe weekend and don’t forget your Christmas jumpers for next Friday!

With best wishes
Debbie Bailey

Food Grant
Dear Parents/Carers,
We encourage you to take a look at the following leaflets on the next two pages. You could be entitled to a £15.00
food voucher if you meet the criteria listed.
More details can be found on https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/service.page?
id=3cCTTuvaGic

Class C
Last week Eddie celebrated his 16th Birthday! His favourite presents were Washimals, little animals you colour in
then wash off in the bath. He has also been enjoying time on his tablet and stirring mixtures in his bowl.

Karris has been spending her time at home completing some worksheets, helping to decorate the living room, and
watching videos on her tablet.

Mrs Holder, Miss Smith and Mrs Jones

Staff Reading

Keep your eyes peeled on our website and you may stumble across some short snippets of staff trying to entice you
into the world of literature….

Christmas Cooking

Bake gingerbread people, turn them upside down to make reindeer!
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/gingerbread-people

Decorate Shortbread
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/snowman-biscuits

Or try some of these……..

Jammy star cookies

Unbelievably easy mince pies

Elf and Santa cupcakes

White forest Christmas tree traybake

All of these and many more recipes can be found at:
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/christmas-baking-recipes

Give it a try. Remember your kitchen ‘elf and safety’. Happy Christmas baking everyone!

Mrs Underwood

Advent Christmas Challenge
Do you love to read and fancy a Christmas challenge? Well take a look at the Advent Reading Activities! There are
24 different tasks for you to complete throughout the month. Happy reading, everyone!

Mrs Ratcliffe, Reading, Writing and Communications Co-Ordinator.

Homegrown Christmas
Our very own Queen's Croft grown Christmas Tree has been placed outside room 15 in celebration of the festive
period. Year 9 students thoroughly enjoyed decorating the tree and it is a fabulous addition to the outside space.
Many thanks to the Post 16 staff and students for undertaking all of the hard work in cutting down and moving the
tree.

Mrs Ratcliffe and Mrs Smith

A Christmas Tree’s Journey from Sapling to beauty
(8 years in the making)
In 2011 during horticulture lessons Mr Stubbs and Mr Huckfield and the pupils that were here collected and planted
acorns. The following year we planted the sapling oaks that we had grown and we interplanted a ‘catch crop’ of Norway Spruce saplings with the sole purpose of growing our own Christmas trees for school. 8 years later we have
some beautiful Christmas trees and have with the help of post 16 students put one in the playground for all to enjoy
over the festive period. Back in our re-wild area the oak trees will enjoy more space and will continue to suck up
harmful carbon from the atmosphere for centuries to come. Oak trees also support over 200 species of different
plants animals and birds. At the end of the festive period the tree will be recycled for our newly installed bug hotel.

Mr Stubbs & Post-16B

8G Remote Learning
Beau had a great time in his creativity challenge where he made a really cool den for his little sister!

Hattie made a marvellous cake and made us all super jealous!

Abigail got an amazing 10/10 on her spellings!

JP made an absolutely spectacular volcano and mountain. It is really detailed
and even opens to show us inside!

Mrs Sheerin, Miss Bradley and Mr Young are all really proud of how well you got
on during our isolation. You all tried really, really hard in difficult circumstances
and coped really well. We loved seeing all the work you sent in and we are so
glad to see you back into school this week!

Mrs Sheerin, Miss Bradley and Mr Young

Class A
Dan really enjoyed decorating the Christmas tree by reception this week! It looks
great!

Mrs Farley and Miss Hill

8O Remote Learning
This week we have started our live sentence stacking lessons based on the BBC advert ‘My Christmas Star’. Aoife
was the first to submit her work on Monday’s and got a comment from Jane Considine who is delivering these
sessions to the country over the next few weeks. Well Done Aoife !!

Great work again from Aoife, Sam, Nell, and Matthew on
Wednesday’s session they all managed to use contractions,
inner thoughts, questions and an adverb in their work.

It was nice to welcome you all back to school on Thursday and we will see you all on our remote session Monday

Mrs Gregory and Miss Coleman

Post-16 Skills For Life—Group A
This week Post 16 skills for life group A have been on a frosty walk in forest school with Mrs Latimer.
The class then made a fire in the Chillie kettle so they could all have hot chocolate!

Miss Speck and Miss Haynes

7B
Class 7B have had another marvellous week of home learning.
A huge thankyou again to all the parents and carers for your continued support. We have been so proud of how the
children have engaged in the work challenges that have been set both via teams and independently.
We have introduced ‘Kevin the Carrot’ in our English story telling and crafts, along with having a Victorian theme
night. In maths we have been looking at number bonds.
This amongst all of Class 7B’s amazing creativity in all thing’s art, which is becoming very festive.
Well done 7B.

Mrs Malpass and Mr Colley

