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Headteacher Comments
Dear Parents and Carers,

October 2020
23rd

Birmingham Road

School closes for Half Term

November 2020

2nd

School Opens

11th

Remembrance Day

We have some wonderful Halloween costumes in school
today. Thank you to everyone for your efforts! It has been
wonderful to see everyone starting the day with a smile.

December 2020
18th

School closes for Christmas Holiday

January 2021
4th

INSET day

5th

Return to school

Thank you also for all your support for the school during this
busy half term. This week in the staff meeting, we asked all
the staff to make a list of positive achievements since
September and it was wonderful to see such a long list!

INSET DATES
Monday 4th January 2021
Monday 19th April 2021
Monday 7th June 2021

Certificates
More good news from DT! Well done Cameron,
Jack and Ashton! Great work passing your Health
and Safety in the Workplace!

It is only 8 weeks since we were all worried about making the
transition back to school and were wondering how everyone
would cope with all the changes to our routines. Our students
have responded so well, they have coped with new
restrictions, with having to use the toilets at set times and
with staff wearing strange plastic coverings too. As well as all
of this, they have also managed to learn and to have some
fun too.

As a staff team, we have been working very hard to make
sure that school feels as normal as possible. We have a very
talented group of staff and I feel very proud of everything that
has been achieved. I want to particularly say thank you to the
staff from our Post 16 team who have been offering remote
learning for the last two weeks – they have done an amazing
job.

I hope you all have a wonderful half term break.

Flu Vaccinations
A note to say flu vaccinations will take place on Monday 16th
November. Further information will be sent out via a letter on
Monday 2nd November.

Mr Stubbs

Barvember

The month of November signals a month of bar models!
Barvember encourages everyone to use bar models as a useful tool to visualise and solve maths problems. Even
the most complex of problems can be seen much easier when represented visually.
Bar modelling is a versatile visual strategy that can be used across a wide range of concepts and topics. It provides
students with a strategy that they can adapt for increasingly difficult problems. Bar modelling draws on the concrete,
pictorial and abstract approach. It allows pupils to understand on a conceptual level what occurs when using
complex formulas (for example, algebra).
In maths, we are challenging ourselves to incorporate bar models to support our learning as part of ‘Barvember’.
Queen’s Croft has taken part in Barvember for the past 2 years and during this time has seen an increase in
understanding by using a range of strategies to solve problems. Throughout November, your child may use a bar
model as a starter, main or independent learning task. Why not try one yourself!

Answers and bar model use:

Miss Bradbury
Head of Post-16 and Maths Coordinator.

Year 10 D&T
Well done to year 10 DT for their excellent efforts making a timber tool box. Nice work lads.

Well done to 10B also, for completing their amazing funky elephant smart phone holders this term. Nice work folks.
Mr Stubbs

9O
Class 9O have had a very busy half term and have settled well into the new school set up.
Harvest

Sentence Stacking

The class enjoyed joining in virtually with the whole school
in the Harvest assembly. Here we all are watching Ms Bailey
on the interactive whiteboard. The class brought in plenty of
contributions for the food bank too. Thank you and well
done everyone!

In English we have been working as a class to create effective sentences for our adventure story based on The Building
Boy by Ross Montgomery and David Litchfield.

First World War Poems

Lockdown Rap

In Humanities we have been looking at World War 1. The
class have created some lovely poems based on the Sound
Collector by Roger McGough.

Falaq, Jacob, Leo and Amelia recording their raps.
Our class have written and recorded raps about their experiences in lockdown. These are Vee’s memories:

I went off to Italy with skiing in my scope,
I had a great time but I slipped on the slope,
While I was gone the virus kicked in,
And when I got back, school was in the bin.
I stuck at home wiv my muvver naggin’,
On my PS4 – gaming rights a braggin’,
I never came out, mum thought I was dead,
But all that had happened was I’d stayed in bed.
I was feeling so lonely I was missing ma mates,
I couldn’t wait to get back to dem school gates,
I was livin’ on takeaways cos we had to stay 2 metres,
One night I survived on my mum’s Ryvitas.
We took ourselves off to a field to camp,
I had to get batteries for my old tin lamp,
I was frightened I might catch coronavirus,
So I stayed in my tent listening to Miley Cyrus.
I didn’t want to go shopping because of the queues,
Boris said don’t – it was all on the news,
In the end we went out but we had to wear a mask,
I took with me some pop- in a plastic flask.
I’m glad to be back and see you lovely folk,
I celebrated this morning- I ate an egg yolk,
I love my schoolmates, they make me smile,
I’m hoping the school will stay open a while.

8O
8O were given the challenge to get the whole class through a piece of paper in our RE lesson this week. They were
only given a A4 piece of paper and a pair of scissors (it really got them all thinking). They also painted some great
Autumn trees.
We hope you all have a great half term!

Mrs Gregory and Miss Coleman

9G
Here is a picture of Dylan with a certificate he received from the Boys Brigade in recognition of the selfless act he did
during lockdown, when he shaved his head to help raise much needed money for NHS charities.

Have a restful half term!
Mr Debar-Smith and Miss Roberts

9G have been drawing pumpkins from observation over this half term. For their final piece they have looked at an
artist called Tracy Hall and are working on their final piece based on her work. Well done 9G.

Mrs Thompson

8B
8B had an explosive end to the term: finding out about volcanoes, making volcano puzzles, and making a model of a
volcanic eruption. Now that’s how to end Term 1… with a bang!

Mrs Barr, Miss Hodgetts and Ms Wood.

9B
Over the last few weeks in forest school 9B have been looking at the changes to our environment during the Autumn
season. In our lessons we have collected natural objects, made nature photo frames and leaf necklaces. The pupils
used a stick as a needle and were able to thread leaves onto their string.

Miss Walton and Mrs James

11A
Another challenge Tuesday for 11A. How many star jumps in a minute. Well done Jack on a staggering 90 star
jumps. You made us tired just watching you.

Mrs Thompson and Mrs Rhodes

Class D—Halloween Week
Carving our pumpkins!

On Friday afternoon we will be having a Halloween party. We will be decorating our own biscuits and we
will be dressed up!
These are some of the decorations we have made in art and craft!

Mr Bones

Designing a
pumpkin

Celebrating Birthdays!

Happy Birthday to Evie who is turning 14 and Happy Birthday to Joe who will be celebrating his sweet 16 in the holidays! We hope you both have a lovely day!
From all your class, friends and staff xx

Bat

7B
This week Class 7B had a great trip out to take in the sights of Lichfield where we walked to the Cathedral. The
class produced lovely pieces of artwork of the cathedral.
We have also been making dens for animals in Forest Schools.

Mrs Sheerin, Mr Colley and Mrs Pollard

Class C
Class C have spent the week doing Halloween activities. They collected sticks to make into wands and carved
pumpkins using their own designs.

Mrs Holder, Mrs Jones and Miss Smith.

Halloween

Halloween Costume Competition
Well done to everybody who dressed up today… all of the costumes were fabulous! Here are some photographs of
Ms Bailey with our winners…

Mr Howe with his Traffic
Cone Costume!

KS3 Winner Kyle from 7B in
his fantastic axe costume!

KS4 Winner Jack from 11A
with his Dracula costume!

Complex winner Thomas with his
brilliant professor costume!

