QUEEN’S CROFT
HIGH
SCHOOL
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

3rd July 2020

Birmingham Road
Lichfield
WS13 6PJ
Telephone: 01543 227245
Email: office@queenscroft.staffs.sch.uk

Headteacher: Mr Peter Hawksworth

INSET DATES
17th July 2020

Virtual Sports Day
Our whole school sports day event is something
families and students love dearly. Unfortunately, this
academic year we are unable to hold this in school.
Although it may be different, as a substitute we
are planning to run a Virtual Sports Day.
Students can undertake to complete a chosen timed
activity:
•

1 km walk or run

•

3km walk or run

•

5km walk or run

Families are welcome to participate and take
photographs. To celebrate and share the event some
photographs will be utilised in our dedicated whole
school newsletter. If you are happy for your child’s
photograph to be used than please forward the
images to your child’s form teacher no later than
Thursday 9th July. The window for students and
families to undertake their chosen activity is between
6th and 8th July.

Post-16 Options
Thank you to all Year 11 and Post 16 parents who have
replied to the Post 16 Pathway Options letter.

All students who take part will receive a certificate.
We hope you enjoy this activity and we look forward
to sharing and celebrating your photographs.

We are now in the process of collating the information received and placing students in their option blocks.

A letter will be sent to you before the end of term detailing
your subjects.

Thank you again for your replies.

Miss Bradbury and the Post 16 Team
Mr Zaman
Assistant Headteacher

Dear students, parents and carers, staff, Governors and Trust colleagues,
I am delighted to have been appointed as the new Headteacher for Queen’s
Croft High School and I’m looking forward to joining you in September. I have
been Headteacher in other special schools in the West Midlands and have
particular experience of helping young people to manage their own
behaviour. This is not always an easy thing to do, but I believe that it is
always possible if we find the right kind of support (and if the young person
wants to make the change.) I have taught pupils with lots of different needs in
primary and secondary schools and I really enjoyed teaching Food
Technology. My signature bake is a Lemon Drizzle cake!

I visited Queen’s Croft in March this year and was very impressed with the hardworking staff team and all the pupils
who were polite, focused on their learning and enjoying themselves. I could see lots of good quality learning
happening as I walked around school, but I could also see that there were things that could be even better. I felt that
my skills and experience were a “good fit” for Queen’s Croft and that I could contribute to the school being even
more successful in the future, with all pupils feeling proud of their achievements.

There are three things that I think are important for everyone who is part of the Queen’s Croft community. When we
come to school, we all want to be happy, safe and feel connected to others. People are happy when they have a
sense of purpose and feel that things are getting better. For students, this is about knowing that they are making
progress in their learning and that they are getting better. For staff, part of being happy is feeling that what they do
makes a difference, that they are doing a good job and that the school is getting even better. For Governors and
members of the Trust community, part of them being happy is being confident that the school meets all the required
expectations and that they are able to see things are getting better.

A safe school is one where pupils know that when they need help, someone will notice and will care enough to do
something about it. It is also a place where staff feel safe enough to ask for help and are confident that someone will
listen and respond. I see this as one of the most important parts of my new job – making sure that everyone is safe
and feels good about themselves. This means that everyone can concentrate on all pupils making good progress in
their learning.

Queen’s Croft already has great connections to the Trust. I’m excited to learn more about all your trips out of school
and to exploring ways of extending our local connections. We already have many good things to share with others. I
think that we could also benefit from finding out about how other schools make sure all pupils are achieving.

There are some extra challenges for me in taking on the leadership of the school during the current Covid-19 crisis. I
know that staff have been working hard to keep in contact with pupils and families. I also recognise that it is really
tough for pupils and families when school is closed for such a long period of time. I will be working closely with the
school staff team as they review risk assessments. We will be planning to gradually increase the number of pupils in
school and making sure that we are operating within the guidelines set by the Government. We will ensure that you
all know exactly what is going to happen before September.

It is very important to me to make connections to all of Queen’s Croft’s students and their families. I want to
understand what makes each one of you uniquely special. I look forward to meeting you soon.

Debbie Bailey

16A
Students in Post-16 have been busy reading during lockdown!
Sophia has been reading with Monkey. Ryan has been reading outside in the sun! Megan has been snuggled up
with her book.

16A have been thinking

And here is Megan out

about being brave and

and about on a woodland

Megan made this poster

walk.

to show how she felt.

Mrs Ullanowski, TA

16B
Hollie and her mum made paper aeroplanes and made guesses on how far they would fly. They recorded their
guesses and the actual distance each plane flew and worked out the difference. Well done Hollie!

Miss Carter, TA

7O
This week on our Teams meeting, 7O enjoyed talking about a film they had watched. They wrote a review and then
shared it with the group.
Matthew watched the new Sonic Movie. He wrote about the film and illustrated some of the characters. He also created a comic strip. Well done Matthew!

Konner and Owen both enjoyed sharing their thoughts on their choice of films and gave them a good review. Konner gave Fast and Furious 3/5. Konner enjoyed the scenes where they filmed in Antarctica. Owen gave the Minions
3/5. He said it was funny and he would recommend it to a friend.

Sam watched Captain America: The First Avenger. He gave it a whopping 4.5/5. He said he liked all of the film, especially when the big tanks exploded! He also said he would recommend it to his friends.

Well done, 7O!

Mrs Knights and Miss Coleman

8O
If you live in Cannock Chase district, you may have had a magazine from the Chase
Coronavirus Support Network (CCSN) pushed through your door. The CCSN are
volunteers who help people who are isolating and cannot leave their houses by fetching
medicine and shopping for them.

Kye Rogers entered the CCSN art competition to design a poster #Staying Connected.

This is Kye’s poster

And he got 2nd place in his age
group… and won a trophy and a
book. Well done Kye!

Mrs Barr, Class Teacher

This week in Complex...

Evie has been
keeping fit by doing
yoga

Dylan in class A
has a new puppy
called Coby!

In school…

Miss Farley

Miss Abbotts

Andrew has made a rainbow in his
pod.

Thank you so
much for
sending in
your pictures!

Mr Huckfield

Joe has had fun
baking cookies
Miss Abbotts

This week’s optional activity is to
make something.
With help from people at home get
creative and make some art.
•
•
•
•

Painting
Drawing
Sticking
Building

Cooking
Pupils have been cooking at home this week..
Karen has been busy making treats for her sister’s birthday

Finn made a beautiful cheesecake, which didn’t last long!

Kate made a curry for her tea. She also baked a chocolate cake at 8am one morning for her brother, who was
having a celebration with college that afternoon to celebrate breaking up for summer! Kate and mum thought it
would be nice for him to have a cake and share virtually! What a lovely sister you are Kate.

Seb made sweet pancakes and covered them with syrup, then he collected centrifuge ready to collect honey from
beehives.

Well done everybody, it all looks great!

Mrs Underwood, HLTA Food Tech

11C
Last week on Teams 11C were set a challenge to pay someone they care about a compliment and it has been lovely
to hear all the nice things you have said. We also asked them to take a photo of either plants, trees, flowers or
leaves whilst out and about.

This week we did a warmup workout ready for the virtual sports day next week.

Miss Walton and Miss Roberts

Mrs Rhodes’ Reach For The Stars
Mrs Rhodes has added a song to our website for you to sign by yourselves or with your family.
Join in with her, sign it too and email in a video or photo of you taking part. We are going to make
a memory video. Please send these by Monday 6th July to office@queenscroft.staffs.sch.uk
You can find this on our brand new Covid-19 Updates Page on our website!
Happy signing and remember ‘Reach for the stars’!
Mrs Rhodes

‘Eat A Rainbow’.

As you know we have been celebrating the fantastic work of our key workers with rainbows of all
kinds.
Mrs Underwood challenges you to try to ‘eat a rainbow’.
Fill a plate or bowl with colourful fruit, salad or vegetables. Bake a cake using rainbow colours or
make layered jelly or angel delights.
Please take photographs and send them in by Wednesday 8th July
to f.tearle@queenscroft.staffs.sch.uk
Mrs Underwood

Current Job Vacancies
We are currently recruiting for the following positions;
Cleaners x 2 posts
Apprentice Teaching Assistants (Level 2) x 2 posts
Please look on the school website for more details and an application form.

Our Website Updates
Please look out for our new website page and blog, we have a section on the website for Covid19 updates.
The government has stated that it wishes all children to return to school full time from September
and we will use this page to keep you informed of how we are working towards achieving
this. This space also showcases some of the exciting activities students have been undertaking
both in and out of school.

